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1. Trends in national motor vehicle traffic crash statistics

In 2009, 33,808 people were killed and an estimated 2.22 million people injured in motor vehicle traffic crashes in

the US. Motor vehicle traffic fatalities declined each year in the past 7 years (with the exception of 2003). Fatalities
declined by 21 percent from 42,884 in 2003 to 33,808 in 2009. People injured in crashes have declined each year
from 2003 to 2009. People injured in crashes declined by 23 percent from 2,889,000 in 2003 to 2,217,000 in 2009.

A statistical projection of traffic fatalities for the first half of 2010 shows that an estimated 14,996 people died in
motor vehicle traffic crashes. This represents a decline of about 9.2 percent as compared to the 16,509 fatalities
that occurred in the first half of 2009. The second quarter of 2010 will be the 17th consecutive quarter of declines in
fatalities as compared to the same quarter from the previous year. Traffic fatalities have been declining steadily
since reaching a near-term peak in 2005.

Preliminary data reported by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) shows that vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
in the first six months of 2010 increased by about 1.6 billion miles, or about a 0.1-percent increase. The fatality rate
for the first six months of 2010 declined to 1.02 fatalities per 100 million VMT, down from 1.12 fatalities per 100
million VMT in the first half of 2009.

Chart 1: Fatalities and People Injured in Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes, by Year
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Source: Fatalities — Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS)
People Injured — National Automotive Sampling System (NASS) - General Estimates System (GES)
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Table 1: People Killed in Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes, by Year

Traffic Saféﬁjbata — gEC.D

Occupants Nonoccupants

CUT O tel [ MLIORE | aria e o ee L\ﬁg;g; Motorcyclists | Pedestrian | Bicyclist ﬂEﬁ:E%Q |

2003 | 19,725 | 12546 | 726 | 41 589 3714 4,774 629 140 | 5,543 | 42,884
2004 | 19192 | 12674 | 766 42 602 4,028 4,675 727 130 | 5,532 | 42,836
2005 | 18512 | 13037 | 804 | 58 659 4,576 4,892 786 186 | 5,864 | 43,510
2006 | 17,925 | 12761 | 805 | 27 601 4,837 4,795 772 185 | 5752 | 42,708
2007 16,614 | 12,458 805 36 614 5,174 4,699 701 158 | 5,558 | 41,259
2008 14,646 | 10,816 682 67 580 5,312 4,414 718 188 | 5,320 | 37,423
2009 13,095 | 10,287 503 26 563 4,462 4,092 630 150 | 4,872 | 33,808

Source: NHTSA, FARS 2003-2008 (Final), 2009 (ARF)

Table 2: Children {Ages 0-14) and Elderly People (Ages > 65) Killed in Crashes, by Year

a4t Total
Year Baates Fatalities in
Children (0-14) | Elderly People (> 65) Crashes
2003 2141 6,698 42,884
2004 2172 6,555 42 836
2005 1,955 6,531 43,510
2006 1,798 6,045 42 708
2007 1,680 5,967 41,259
2008 1,350 5,561 37,423
2009 1,314 5,288 33,808

Source: NHTSA, FARS 2003-2008 (Final), 2009 (ARF)

Table 3: People Killed in Alcohol-Impaired Driving Crashes, by Year

Alcohol-Impaired Driving
Fatalities (Driver BAC .08+) Total Fatalities
Year =
Percent of in Crashes

Number | yotal Fatalities
2003 13,096 31% 42,884
2004 13,099 31% 42,836
2005 13,582 31% 43,510
2006 13,491 32% 42,708
2007 13,041 32% 41,259
2008 11,771 31% 37,423
2009 10,839 32% 33,808
Source: NHTSA, FARS 2003-2008 (Final), 2009 (ARF)
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Table 4: Long-Term Trends

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Fatalities (number) 42,884 42,836 43,510 42 708 41,259 37,423 33,808
Rate killed per 100,000 population 14.77 14.62 14.71 14.30 13.68 12.30 11.01
Rate killed per 10,000 vehicles 1.81 1.76 1.76 1.70 1.62 1.46 N/A
Rate killed per billion veh-km 9.22 8.98 9.04 8.80 8.45 7.82 7.05
Injured road users (number) 288 M 278 M 268 M 257M| 249 M 2.34M 2.22M

Seriously injured or hospitalised | 345 955 | 308,083 | 309,920 | 290,202 | 294,019 | 261531 | 216,769
road users (number)
*All casualties (number) 293 M 2.83M 274 M 262 M 253 M 238 M 225M

Source: Fatalities and People injured - NHTSA * Fatalities + Injured road users M — million
Population - Census Bureau N/A — Not Available

Reqgistered Vehicles - Federal Highway Administration
= Changes for different road user groups

+ Changes for different age groups
» Information on national target and progress made toward target.

Table 5: People Killed in Motor Vehicle Crashes, by Month

Month Previous Year: | Current Year: | Change in

2008 2009 %
January 2,834 2,608 -8.0%
February 2,824 2,351 -17%
March 2,801 2,580 -7.9%
April 2,956 2,867 -3.0%
May 3,198 3,044 -4.8%
June 3,281 3,059 -6.8%
July 3,270 3,043 -6.9%
August 3,563 3,161 -11%
September 3,114 2,890 -7.2%
October 3,352 2,881 -14%
November 3,116 2,727 -12%
December 3,114 2,597 17%
Total 37,423 33,808 9.7%
Source : NHTSA, FARS 2008 (Final), 2009 (ARF)




